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In some areas of the South the color line in library service is 
disappearing. Anna Holden reports that in 12 years, Negro use of the 
main library has grown from an isolated phenomenon to an increasingly 
acceptable practice in certain areas of the South.'1’ The time may come 
when there will be no Negro libraries. But if the progress of a commun¬ 
ity or group is influenced by the library service offered, then it is 
important to know something about how much service has been offered and 
the quality of this service to a particular community or group. 
There was a time in the South when the presence of any library 
facilities for Negroes in any place was remarkable because of the ab¬ 
sence of service in most places. Where library service was offered, the 
persons responsible for its inception, the extent and development of 
this service are topics that may become increasingly important to future 
historians of library service and other students of our cultural heritage. 
Miss Barbara M. Adkins in 19ï>0 wrote "A History of Public Library 
Service to Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia." This was followed by "A His- 
tciy of Public Library Service to Negroes in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
■^Anna Holden, "The Color Line in Southern Libraries," New South, 
IX (January, 195U), 1-U» 
2 
Barbara M. Adkins, "A History of Public Library Service to 
Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia." (unpublished Master’s thesis, School of 
Library Service, Atlanta University, 19!?0), p. UU. 
1 
2 
1917-1951• " by Mrs• Rosebud Tillman. 
This study will continue the series of histories of public li¬ 
brary service to Negroes in southern cities. It should, with the two 
previous studies and those that subsequently may be made, prove useful 
for comparison and as a source for historical information on library 
service to Negroes in the first half of the twentieth century in some 
important cities in the Southeastern region of the United States. 
Purpose 
The purposes of this study are: First, to relate the establish¬ 
ment and development of library service to Negroes in Memphis, Tennessee 
in relation to its sociological background; second, to secure and des¬ 
cribe the facts pertaining to the establishment and development of pub¬ 
lic library service to Negroes in Memphis; and third, to appraise the 
present status of this public library service. 
Methodology 
The historical method was used in developing this study, with 
some analysis of the social, economic and educational factors that were 
woven into the establishment and development of the service. Legisla¬ 
tion, state and local, was examined for determining the legal basis for 
this service. Permission was obtained to use the records, reports, and 
other historical material of the Cossitt Library of Memphis pertaining 
to the establishment and development of public library service to Negroes. 
The minutes of the Cossitt Library Board of Directors were examined for 
•^Rosebud H. Tillman, "A History of Public Library Service to 
Negroes in Little Rock, Arkansas, 1917-1951" (unpublished Master's 
thesis, School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1953), p* l;9. 
3 
pertinent data. The local newspapers were consulted for news items or 
publicity they might have carried relative to the service. Interviews 
were held with the Secretary of the Board of Dix-ectors and the Librarian 
of Cossitt Library, the Librarian of the Negro Branch of the Gossitt Li¬ 
brary and a member of the Negro Advisory Board, who is a former librarian 
and a long-time resident of the city. 
An appraisal of the present status of the service was made by a 
comparison with the standards for materials, personnel, finance, quarters 
and equipment, and service recommended by the American Library Association 
for public libraries. 
Social, Economic, and Cultural Characteristics of the City 
History.—The history of Memphis begins about $0 years later 
than the United States. Perhaps the first industry in America was es¬ 
tablished here in l5Ul by DeSoto when he landed on the present site of 
1 
the city. The position of Memphis on the banks of a great river, the 
Mississippi, which, like the Nile flooded the delta lands each spring, 
made the name Memphis an appropriate choice, noting its similarity to 
the ancient city of Memphis on the Nile. 
The town itself was not actually founded until 1819. By i860 
it had grown prodigiously and boasted a population of 33,623. About 
17 per cent of this number were Negroes. By 1870 the Negro population 
had become about 39 per cent of the total population. Today the propor- 
2 
tion of whites and Negroes is nearly the same as it was in 1870. 
•'■"Memphis, Tennessee," Encyclopedia Americana, 19U8 ed., 
Vol. XXIII. 
o 
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census Tract Statistics, Memphis, 
Tennessee: 19$0 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1952 ), p. 7• 
h 
Many other characteristics of the city, however, have been con¬ 
siderably changed. In i860 Memphis was 
The toughest town on the river, a sprawling, brawling, ungainly, 
frontier and river town, notorious for its ugliness, its heavy 
drinking and the large criminal element in its population. It was 
the dirty misshapen, heterogeneous and viscous young giant on the 
bluff.1 
Even then Memphis was one of the South's largest cotton markets, 
as well as one of the largest slave markets. Among the inhabitants were 
2 
Negroes so wealthy that they owned slaves themselves. This once dirty 
brawling town now receives national awards for cleanliness and quietness. 
Population.—The racial characteristics of the city are Caucasian 
and Negro. The percentage of foreign born non-whites is negligible. 
Census figures for 1950 show the population of Memphis to be 396,000 
3 
of which lU7,lUl are Negroes. This is the largest city in the state 
of Tennessee and it is an important industrial and commercial center. 
It serves as a metropolitan area for sections of Tennessee, Arkansas, 
and Mississippi. 
Educational level.—The median grade completed by persons from 
five to lU years of age for the City as a whole is 7.3* The median 
grade completed by Negroes is 6.0. This shows the Negro level to be 
1.3 grades below that of the City. In the age group 25 years and above 
the median grade completed for the city is 9*8, for the Negroes it is 
6.9. In this group the Negro level is 2.8 grades below that of the City 
Margaret McCulloch, Fearless Advocate of the Right, (Boston: 
Christopher Publishing House,'19UÏ), p. 198, quoting Capers, G. 
Biography of a River Town, pp. HH-lUh• 
^State of Tennessee Department of Conservation, Division of 
Information, Tennessee, A Guide to the State, compiled and written by 
the Federal Writer's Project Administration for the State of Tennessee 
(New York: Viking Press, 1939), p* 207. 
^United States Bureau of Census, op. cit., p. 1. 
5 
as a whole. This perhaps reflects the greater inequalities in educational 
opportunities, including schools and library service, offered Negroes in 
the older group as compared with the educational advantages of the 
1 
younger group. 
Occupations.—Negroes are represented in all occupational groups 
of Memphis. There are 1,921 Negro professional workers in the City. 
The professions with the largest numbers of persons engaged in them are: 
teachers, 993; clergymen, 279; professional nurses, 98j and dentists and 
physicians, 61. The occupations, however, with the largest numbers of 
workers are: operatives and kindred workers, private household and pri¬ 
vate service workers, and laborers. This type of work is in the low wage 
2 
bracket and is reflected in the income of the race. 
Economic status.—The median income for the City is $2,331 with 
U2.7 per cent of the workers having incomes of less than $2,000 per year. 
The median income for Negroes is $986. The median income for Negroes is 
well below half of the median income of the City. There are 19,973 
Negroes with incomes of less than $300 a year and 12,383 whose incomes 
3 
are more than $2,000 and 30 with incomes of $10,000 or more. 
Educational facilities.—The public high schools, both Negro 
and white, are approved by the Southern Association of Secondary Schools 
and Colleges. There are 2h elementary and fi/e high schools for Negroes 
and 39 elementary and seven high schools for whites. For the white 
•*•!]. S. Bureau of Census, Census of the Population: 1930» Charac¬ 
teristics of the Population, 7ol. XI, Part U2, Tennessee (Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1932), pp. 190-193» 
^Tbid., pp. 2Ô2-26U. 
3 
Ibid., p. 362. 
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people there is the University of Tennessee with its College of Medicine 
and Dentistry and its schools of pharmacy and nursing in Memphis, and 
the South Western College and Memphis State College. The Negroes have 
in addition to the public schools, Henderson Business College, The S. A. 
Owen Junior College and LeMoyne College. 
Cultural facilities.—Memphis provides a number of cultural fa¬ 
cilities for its citizens. Ellis Auditorium, owned by the City, books 
operas, roadshows, and other outstanding entertainment features which 
Negroes may attend in segregated sections of the building. There is a 
city zoo and a museum of natural history and industrial arts to which 
Negroes have limited access. Also there are several motion picture 
houses for each race. 
Each year in May there is a cotton carnival held in the City. 
"Beale Street," made famous by W. G. Handy, the blues song writer, has 
its own version of the carnival called the "Cotton Makers Jubilee." 
The Mid-South Fair for white people is held in September and about a 
week later the Tri-States Fair is held for Negroes. 
The most recent cultural development in the City is a new public 
library which Negroes may not use. It is located inconveniently, if it 
should ever extend its services to the Negro citizens. Plans are also 
under way for the development of a research library for business, in- 
1 
dustry and science. 
In 1938, Memphis was cited as one of the cities in the south¬ 
eastern region of the United States, a section notable for its lack of 
library service, that provided extensive library facilities for its 
2 
residents. However, it was almost seventy-five years after the city 
^Commercial Appeal, March 6, 1955* Section 5, p. 1. 
p 
Louis R. Wilson, The Geography of Reading (Chicago: American 
Library Association, 1938), p. 109. 
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was founded before the first free public circulating library was estab¬ 
lished for white citizens. About ten years later some service was of¬ 
fered to Negroes. The inauguration of these services, through the bene¬ 
faction of one man, forms the foundation for public library service in 
Memphis. 
Establishment of the Memphis Public Library 
More than a century ago, in 131|2, there came to Memphis from La 
Grange, Tennessee, a man who gave to Memphis its first free circulating 
library. Frederick H. Cossitt, whose estate provided funds for the Cos- 
sitt Library's original building, established a business in Memphis in 
18U2. He left the city in 1850 and went in the cotton goods business in 
New York. 
While in Memphis, through their association in the Calvary Epis¬ 
copal Church, a lasting friendship was formed between Mr. Cossitt and Mr. 
Carrington Mason, who later became a member and secretary of the Board 
of Directors of Cossitt Library. 
After Mr. Cossitt left Memphis he made frequent visits with his 
friends in this City. He noticed the growth of the town and was inter¬ 
ested in the purchase of real estate in Memphis. He appointed Mr. Mason, 
his fiscal agent, and asked him to buy desirable property in a growing 
neighborhood for him. Mr. Mason did this during a 25 or 30 year period. 
All the property bought for Mr. Cossitt enhanced in value and reaped a 
profit to Mr. Cossitt. On one of his visits to Memphis Mr. Cossitt stated 
that he would like to make a gift to the City acknowledging the profit he 
1 
had made in Memphis real estate. 
^Statement by Mr. Alfred D. Mason, Secretary, Board of Directors 
of the Cossitt Libraiy, Personal interview, March 19, 1955» 
8 
At Mr. Cossitt's death in 1887, his papers disclosed a mémoran¬ 
dum revealing his intention to give Memphis -$75,000 to establish a free 
library for its people. Holding his wish sacred, his three daughters, 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Stokes, Mrs. Helen C. Julliard, and Mrs. Mary G. Dodge 
made up the bequest from their own inheritances in loving memory of their 
1 
father. 
Mr. Mason, who knew Mr. Cossitt's intentions, had visited libraries 
in New York and Boston and had consulted architects in these cities about 
plans for the Memphis building. Directors for the library had also been 
suggested personally by Mr. Cossitt. There was, therefore, little delay 
in getting the project under way. The Cossitt Library was incorporated 
by a charter dated April 6, 1888, and was dedicated on April 12, 1893. 
The first Board of Trustees suggested by Mr. Cossitt included 
Napoleon Hill, J. T. Farrington, Carrington Mason, William M. Randolph, 
J. C. Neely, Samuel P. Read and Elliston Mason, son of Mr. Carrington 
Mason. Other Memphians who served on the Board in past years were: 
Bishop Thomas F. Gailor, Captain Thomas Faunteeroy, Major G. W. Macrae 
and B. L. Mallory, Gilmer Winston, John R. Pepper, James S. Devant, H. 
H. Li tty, Hirch Morris and W. C. Early. 
On the present Board of Directors are Wassell Randolph, President; 
Alfred D. Mason, Secretary, son of Mr. Carrington Mason; Thomas Wellford, 
Treasurer; A. W. Ketchum; Horace Hull; Frank Hoyt Gailor; W. N. Malloiy; 
E. W. Hale, Jr.; and Vance Alexander. 
In more than sixty years of service Cossitt Library has had only 
three librarians. The first was Mr. Mell Nunnally who was succeeded in 
1898 by Mr. Charles D. Johnston. After Mr. Johnston's death in 1925 the 
1Ibid. 
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present librarian, Mr. Jesse Cunningham, assumed the position. In the 
entire history of the Library two men have served as Secretary' to the 
Board of Directors—Mr. Carrington Mason and Mr. Alfred D. Mason, father 
1 
and son, respectively. 
Legal Basis 
The legal basis for the establishment of the Cossitt Library is 
in the charter of corporation granted by the State of Tennessee to the 
Trustees of the Cossitt Library. 
The site upon which the Library was erected is public property 
and authority for its use was requested in the petition which follows. 
Petition December 31* 1888 
To the Legislative Council of the Taxing District of Shelby 
County Tennessee. 
The undersigned members of the Board of Directors of Cossitt 
Library respectfully ask "the consent of your body to the permanent 
location of the building to be erected by the Cossitt Library on 
the public ground bounded on the south by Monroe Street, on the 
east by Front Street, on the north by the alley south of the ground 
on which the United States Custom House stands, and on the west by 
the right of way of the railroad companies occupying a portion of the 
public Promenade. And also that your Honorable Body petition the 
State of Tennessee for its consent in the premises. The Library 
proposed is a public library and for the public benefit, and we do 
not ask a diversion of the property above described from the public 
use, but merely that it be devoted by your authority and the author¬ 
ity of the General Assembly to the public use indicated, the public 
still retaining the technical legal title to the ground. 
Signed, 
Carrington Mias on 
David Frank Hadden 
L. P. Read 
John F. Fargason 
Napoleon Hill 
"Afin. M. Farrington 
W. M. Randolph 
Elliston Mason, Trustees of the 
Cossitt Library^ 
1Ibid. 
^Minutes, Cossitt Library Board of Directors, 1888-1910. 
10 
The consent of the state of Tennessee for the use of public land 
for the erection of the Library is found in House Bill number 2l!j., Chapter 
77, Acts of Tennessee 1889. 
An act giving consent and authority of the General Assembly in 
behalf of the State of Tennessee located at Memphis, Tennessee, for the 
purpose of a public library on a portion of the public promenade within 
the Taxing District of Shelby County. 
Section 1.—Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Tennessee that the consent and authority of the General Assembly 
in behalf of the State of Tennessee be and the same is hereby given 
to the permanent location of the building to be erected by the Cos- 
sitt Library, a corporation of the State of Tennessee located in 
the city of Memphis for the purpose of a public library in the por¬ 
tion of the public ground in the city of Memphis, also known as the 
taxing District of Shelby County Tennessee, bounded on the south 
by Monroe Street, on the east by Front Street, on the north by the 
alley south of the ground on which the United States Custom House 
stands, and on the west by the right of way of the railroad com¬ 
panies occupying a portion of the public promenades and that the 
action of the Legislative Council of the Taxing District of Shelby 
County, heretofore had, giving its consent and authority to the 
permanent location of said building on the said ground upon the 
terms and conditions stated in the proceedings of the said Legis¬ 
lative Council giving its consent and authority, be and the same 
are hereby in all things ratified approved and confirmed. 
Section 2.—Be it further enacted, that this act take effect 
and be in force from and after its passage, the public welfare 
requiring it. 
Passed March 13th 1889 
W. L. Claff, Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Bery J. Lea, Speaker of the Senate 
Approved March l6th 1809 
Robert L. Taylor, Governor'*' 
The Charter contains no restrictive clause relative to the use 
2 
of the library by any class of persons. Nor is there any discrimina¬ 





building or the permission granting its use. The request does state that 
the land will not be diverted from public use. 
It has never been the policy of the Cossitt Library to permit 
Negroes to use it. And it was ten years after the dedication of Cossitt 
Library before the Board of Directors established some type of library 
service for the Negro residents of the city. The establishment of this 
service will be taken up in the next chapter. 
CHAPTER II 
LeMOYNE INSTITUTE AND HOWE INSTITUTE BRANCHES 
OF THE COSSITT LIBRARY, 1903-1932 
"While no legal reason exists to prohibit the use of Cossitt 
Library by Negroes, it has not been the policy, it seems, for them to 
use the service. 
According to Mr. Alfred D. Mason, Secretary of the Board of 
Directors of Cossitt Library, about ten years after the dedication of the 
first free circulating library in Memphis, the Board of Directors felt 
that there was a growing need for library services for the considerable 
colored population of the City. Mr. Mason stated that practically all of 
the original Board had a "heart interest" in the mental, spiritual and 
cultural improvement of the Negroes of Memphis, many of whom had lived 
in close personal relationship with them. To meet this need the Board 
authorized the establishment of a branch library for Negroes in LeMoyne 
Institute in 1903 
The minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors for Novem¬ 
ber 17, 1903, read: 
The matter of establishing a branch library for the colored 
people was discussed, the conclusion reached being that the 
secretary would correspond with Professor A. J. Steele, President 
of LeMoyne Institute, with whom he ha£ previously talked on the 
subject and report the results later. 
^Statement of Mr. Alfred D. Mason, Secretary, Board of Directors, 
Cossitt Library, Personal interview, March 19, 1955 • 
^Minutes, 1888-1910., op. cit., November 17, 1903. 
12 
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No further reference is made in the minutes to this matter until 
September of the next year when this entry is made: "The matter of a 
branch library for Negroes was then taken up and fully discussed."! 
The date for the beginning of the library service for Negroes is 
not given in the minutes. The indications are that it began late in 1903» 
Mr. Mason does not recall that there was ever any request on the 
part of the Negroes as a group for the privilege of using Cossitt Library 
or asking for provision for separate services. The minutes of the Board 
of Directors would indicate that Mr. A. J. Steele, President of LeMoyne 
Institute, was interested in providing better services for Negroes other 
than those from the branch operating in his School. 
The proceedings of the Board of Directors for December 17, 1907, 
have this paragraph: "The letter of Mr. Carnegie to Professor A. J. 
Steele relative to a building for a branch library for Negroes was also 
read but no action was taken. The papers have been filed."2 If any 
further discussion of the subject was taken up it appears not to have 
been recorded. Mr. Steele, however, seemed persistent in his efforts 
to have a library building for the Negroes of Memphis. For in 1910 the 
minutes contain this reference to Mr. Steele’s efforts. 
Mr. A. J. Steele, Principal Emeritus of LeMoyne School, appeared 
before the Board and outlined a plan to secure a new library building 
for LeMoyne in connection with other buildings for school purposes.^ 
If any action was taken on the proposed plan it was not recorded 
in the minutes. Memphis might have had the distinction of being the 




building had then been provided for the service. But a special library- 
building was not provided until 36 years later. 
For 33 of these 36 years, the public branch library for Negroes 
was administered under the auspices of LeMoyne Institute, which was later 
renamed LeMoyne College. 
Dr. Francis J. LeMoyne gave the American Missionary Association 
$20,000 for the construction and endowment of the Freedmen's School in 
Memphis. In 1871 this School was opened under the name of LeMoyne Normal 
1 
and Commercial School. During the distressful days of the yellow fever 
epidemic of Memphis, Andrew J. Steele, to whom reference previously has 
been made, became principal of the School. He remained principal for 
30 years and during that time the school grew in size and quality. It 
was said that Mr. Steele 
...became the beloved and fatherly friend of his students and their 
families, watching over not their book-learning alone, but their man¬ 
ners, their conduct on the streets, their health, their morals and 
their religious faith...2 
Mr. Steele’s many years of interest in a public library for the 
Negroes of Memphis was doubtlessly an endeavor to provide better oppor¬ 
tunities for Negroes to gain through library usage educational oppor¬ 
tunities that would not otherwise be available. 
The minutes of the Cossitt Library Board of Directors give an 
incomplete account of the holdings, books added, number of active bor¬ 
rowers, librarians' salaries and expenditures. Table 1 summarizes these 
statistics for eight years, from 1905 to 1912. The number of volumes 
added are not given for the years 1907, 1908, and 1912; but the total 
number of volumes for each year indicates that additions were made during 
‘'"McCulloch, op. cit., p. 205. 
^McCulloch, op. cit., pp. 205-209. 
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these years. The number of books in the Library is indicated for every 
year except 1911. The largest increase in numbers of books occurs be¬ 
tween 1910 and 1912. Circulation statistics are available for every 
year except 1912 and there is a wide range in these figures from 192 to 
8,115. Statistics for active borrowers beginning in 1908 are complete 
for the remaining years covered in the table. There is a dearth of 
financial information in the minutes, relative to the Negro Branch Li¬ 
brary. In 1907 the librarian was to receive a salary of $35.00 per 
month. The payroll was given for three years—1907, 1908, and 1909. 
TABLE 1 
STATISTICS OF LeMOYNE INSTITUTE LIBRARY WHICH SERVED 
AS THE NEGRO BRANCH OF THE MEMPHIS PUBLIC LIBRARY* 




1905 • • • • • • $20.00 • • • 
1906 179 5,1478 • • • • • • 
1907 • • • 192 35.00 $61*1*. 97 
1908 • • • 1,309 • • • 638.17 
1909 279 6,81*6 • • • 616.12 
1910 292 li,936 • • • • • • 
1911 293 8,115 • • • • • • 
1912 • • • • • • • • • • • • 
«Minutes. Cossitt Library Board of Directors, 1888-1910, 1911- 
1925, Cossitt Library, Memphis, Tennessee. 
From the records of the proceedings of the Board of Directors of 
Cossitt Library there are a number of conclusions that may be drawn. 
It would appear that aside from the members of the Board only 
one other person manifested an interest in extending or improving li¬ 
brary services to Negroes. It is understandable that Mr. Steele as 
principal of a Negro institution would be interested in the intellec¬ 
tual opportunities offered the people he served. It is subsequently 
evident that whatever proposition he received from the Carnegie Foun- 
16 
dation, as well as other proposals made by him, was never accepted. It 
is also indicated that the arrangements with the College were not entirely 
satisfactory as it left the Board with little or no control over the Li¬ 
brary. 
Reference to the name of the librarian is mentioned only once. 
Her training and qualifications are not mentioned. It might be assumed 
that in order to be connected with the School she was a person of quali¬ 
fied educational standards. 
Expenditures are mentioned infrequently. There is no statement 
relative to a set budget for operating the Negro Branch. 
The book collection was made up of transferred books from the 
main library and it was not until 1913 that any appropriation was men¬ 
tioned for books for the Negro Branch. 
Student attendance in the Library greatly exceeded that of the 
public. While there was some growth in the number of visitors as the 
service became older, the number of active borrowers increased very 
little. 
On the one instance where figures are given for the type of 
books circulated, more than twice as much non-fiction was issued as 
fiction. 
Although the arrangements with LeMoyne School did not seem satis¬ 
factory, the idea of maintaining a library in a school building seemed 
to have been implanted in the minds of the directors, since they gave 
consideration to asking the School Board for a large room in an antici¬ 
pated new high school building. While nothing came of this latter idea 
at that time, some years later the public library did operate in a 
large high school. The service there did not prove any more satisfactory 
than it had at LeMoyne, and the library was used almost exclusively by 
17 
the students of the School. 
Looking at the statistics relative to the holdings, circulation, 
and borrowers it may be seen that in the ten-year period from 1905 to 
19lli the book collection increased from U62 to 2,906. This is a little 
more than a 650 per cent increase. The first record of active borrowers 
is found in 1908. At that time there were UU6; and in 1911* there were 
6UU» 
TABLE 2 
NUMBER OF BOOKS IN LeMOYNE BRANCH LIBRARY 
FOR THE PERIOD, 19 05-19lU 
Year Number of Books 
1905  U62 
1906   6U1 
1907  961 
1908   1,138 
1909   1,U17 
1910  1,638 
1911   1,831 
1912   2,228 
1913  2,513 
191U  2,906 
In 19lU there were 6I4J4. active borrowers cards in use and the 
total circulation for that year was 7,560, which averaged 11.7 books 
circulated for each active borrower. 
Attendance reports are given for pupils and for others. "Others" 
refers most likely to the general public. The examination of these re¬ 
ports shows that pupils out number "others" 10 to one. It is quite pos¬ 
sible that student attendance in the library was compulsory. 
18 
Since the School set the library policy the records do not give the 
hours nor days the Library was open for service. It can safely be assumed 
that it was open each school day during school hours. But it could be that 
hours for the general public were not given too much consideration. This 
would in a measure explain the absence of visitors outside the School 
population. 
By 191U library service had been available for Negroes for about 
ten years. The Negro population at that time was 52,Ul|l. One out of each 
81 Negroes in the City was a registered borrower of the Library. There 
was one book in the library for every 18 persons in the total population 
which includes children too young for library service. The Directors of 
the Cossitt Library seemed conscious of the inadequacies of the service 
and sometime between 1910 and 19llr libraries were placed in the public 
schools of the City, a practice that is still used. 
In addition to the general collection of books in the Negro Branch, 
Cossitt Library deposits a very large collection of books especially for 
teachers in all of the Negro elementary schools. The teachers borrow at 
the beginning of the school term, a collection of books for their class¬ 
rooms to keep where the pupils can have access to them daily. When a 
collection has served its purpose, it can be returned to the Library and 
a new group of books can be borrowed. 
Teachers are taking advantage of this opportunity to provide 
variety in interesting and carefully selected supplementary work for 
their pupils. This policy, it is hoped, will implant in the children 
the habit of using library materials as educational aids and for recre¬ 
ational activities. A practice, it is hoped, they will continue to use 
as adults. 
On September 15 Cecilia K. Yerby was employed to look after the 
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extension of library services for the Negroes of the City. About a year 
after this was done a new Branch Library was opened in Howe Institute, a 
Baptist denominational school which no longer exists. Howe Institute was 
established in 1883 by the Negro Baptists of West Tennessee from a donation 
by Mr. Peter Howe of Winona, Illinois "for the academic, religious and 
industrial training of Negroes so sadly in need of proper ideals and effi¬ 
cient leadership."-'- On July 21, 19lU 
The Librarian reported the Howe Institute Library Branch of 
the Main Library about ready to begin business and he had employed 
Eugenia McAllester assistant of the Colored School Department to 
be in charge of this Branch.2 
The LeMoyne Institute Branch, the Howe Institute Branch and the 
public school collection made three sources from which Negroes could get 
library books. Only two of these sources were for adults and children. 
The librarian’s annual report for the year of 192U gives a pic¬ 
ture of how the library service had developed in a ten-year period, from 
19lU to 192U. The LeMoyne Branch had almost doubled its book collection 
in 192U. The active borrowers cards had increased from 6Î4.I4. in 19lU, to 
717 in I92I4. Only 73 more patrons had been added, and the circulation 
had decreased from 7,560 in 191U to 5,952 in 192b, which is a decrease 
of 21.2 per cent. 
Howe Institute Branch, which was established several years after 
the LeMoyne Branch, had a collection of 5,U97 or 330 more books than the 
LeMoyne Branch. The circulation for Howe was three times as great as 
that for LeMoyne, with Howe having almost 5,000 more visitors.^ There 
-4?. 0. Fuller, A History of the Negro of Tennessee (Memphis: 
Haskin Printers - Roger Williams College, 1936), p. 118. 
^Minutes, op. cit., 1911-1925. 
3 
The Librarian's Report does not indicate whether these visitors 
were adult citizens from the community or students of the Howe Institute. 
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were almost eight and a half times as many registered borrowers at the 
Howe Branch as there were at the LeMoyne Branch. But the use of books 
per registered borrower was considerably greater at LeMoyne. The latter 
issued more than eight books per registrant and Howe circulated less than 
one book for each borrower's card. The circulation of the total book, 
collection for the LeMoyne Branch was 111 per cent and 333 per cent for 
the Howe Institute Branch.^ It would appear that the Howe Institute 
Branch was more popular than the older one at LeMoyne. Figures are not 
available for the enrollment of the two schools and it is possible that 
these figures might considerably alter the picture. 
The Colored School Library Department that is operated by the 
Public Library in all of the Negro elementary schools of the city was 
designed for children only. The use of the books made available through 
this service in many instances was required rather than voluntary. Per¬ 
haps the same could be said about the other two branches since they were 
in schools also. 
The growing branch at Howe was discontinued in 1926 when the 
School was merged with Roger Williams College. The LeMoyne Branch con¬ 
tinued to operate until 1932. It is doubtful if either of the branches 
ever made any strong appeal to the public or aroused any general inter¬ 
est in the use of books for cultural advancement. 
When Mr. Jesse Cunningham became Librarian of Cossitt Library 
in 1925» free public library service had been offered to Negroes for more 
than twenty years. Mr. Cunningham states that when he made a visit to 
the LeMoyne Branch in the course of his duties he found a competent per¬ 
son in charge of the Library but he did not recall her name. However, 
^"Minutes, op. cit., 1911-1925» 
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the service was not being used to any extent by the public. 
After Mr. Cunningham looked over the book collection he found it 
to be of such a poor quality that he had the books removed from the 
shelves in time and burned. The holdings were not books that might have 
stimulated a desire to read or satisfied the desire of one wanting to 
read. The books of this Library as has been stated were for many years 
discards transferred from the main library. As the old books were des¬ 
troyed the shelves were restocked with more readable works that also met 
library standards for book selection. This did not cause any increase 
1 
in the use of the Library by people outside the School. 
The public, it seemed, could not adjust itself to seek or use 
free public library service in a private institution. The Library Board 
of Directors had long felt that there was a need for a more suitable lo¬ 
cation for the library service. It appears though that they were not 
Trilling to erect a public library building for Negroes. Nor is there 
ary evidence that there was any effort made by the Negroes themselves to 
secure such a building. The arrangement with LeMoyne continued until 
1932. 
By this time LeMoyne Institute, as it had come to be called, be¬ 
came a college, and Mr. Frank Sweeney had become president. The new 
president was desirous of having the Institute accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and an evaluation of the 
Library revealed that it did not meet the standards in number of volumes 
for the enrollment. 
Mr. Sweeney discussed the matter with Mr. Cunningham and sug¬ 
gested that the Public Library increase the number of books to bring the 
■''Statements by Mr. Jesse C. Cunningham, Librarian, Cossitt 
Library, Personal interview, October 12, 193U. 
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Library up to the requirements. It was Mr. Cunningham's opinion, con¬ 
curred by the Board of Directors, that the Library was maintained for 
the exclusive use of the public and not for students in LeMoyne College, 
hence there was no justification for any considerable increase in the 
book collection. Mr. Sweeney then purchased a sufficient number of 
books to meet accreditation standards in terms of number of volumes. 
These books were placed on the shelves without being processed through 
the Main Library. They did not meet the standards of selection for li¬ 
brary books. When Mr. Cunningham discovered this situation, he suggested 
the severance of the arrangement with LeMoyne. A satisfactory settlement 
1 
with the College for the books belonging to the public library was made. 
A paper written by the Librarian of the Negro Branch Library has 
this statement relative to the removal of the public library from LeMoyne: 
There was a hesitancy on the part of most colored people to 
make use of the LeMoyne Library facilities because the location 
of the Library gave the impression that it was for school people 
only. This fact, with a growing need to confine the facilities 
of the college library to the college students, resulted in the 
college taking complete administration of the Library in 1932. 
Thus the service which had been unsatisfactory for almost thirty 
years was ended. 
^Ibid. 
CHAPTER III 
MIGRATORY- PERIOD, 1932-1939 
Booker T. Washington High School, 1932-193$ 
After withdrawing from LeMoyne College the Cossitt Library or¬ 
ganized and established the first high school library in Memphis at the 
Booker T. Washington High School in December 1932. For a period of about 
three years, 1932-1935» no public library facilities were available to 
Negroes of Memphis. LeMoyne College still permitted the use of its Li¬ 
brary by the public, and the public had the privilege of using the Booker 
T. Washington High School Library. 
Mr. Blair T. Hunt, Principal of Booker T. Washington High School, 
stated that Cossitt Library furnished the books, organized the school 
library and supervised its operation. The School paid the salary of the 
librarian with money raised by activities. This arrangement lasted for 
about five years. After that time the Memphis Board of Education assumed 
the entire responsibility for providing library facilities for the School. 
Mr. Hunt further stated that during the entire time that the 
Booker T. Washington Library was under the supervision of Cossitt Library, 
it was patronized exclusively by the teachers and pupils of the School. 
At no time, to his knowledge, was any effort made by the Negro public to 
secure separate library facilities outside the School."^ 
"^Statements by Mr. Blair T. Hunt, Principal of Booker T. 
Washington High School, Personal interview, March 26, 1955. 
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Church Park Auditorium, 1935-1937 
Cossitt Library, recognizing the need for library service to the 
Negroes, opened a Negro Branch in the Church Park Auditorium in January, 
1935* The City of Memphis and the Park Commission cooperated with the 
Cossitt Library in providing space and equipment for this branch. The 
service provided here was the first real effort to provide for Negroes 
a well organized free library independent of an educational institution. 
The Church Park Auditorium is located on Beale Avenue of Memphis. 
It takes its name from Mr. R. R. Church, who at one time was an outstand¬ 
ing Negro business man and financier of the City, and whose son, R. R. 
Church, Jr., was a business man, lawyer and a prominent politician in 
1 
Republican circles. The building is now called the Beale Avenue Audi¬ 
torium. The auditorium has a playground in the rear and a gymnasium 
inside. It is near the business district of Beale Avenue. In this res¬ 
pect the Library was comparable in location to the Cossitt Library for 
white people. The presence of the gymnasium in the building and a play¬ 
ground in the rear created an undesirable and noisy atmosphere for li¬ 
brary use. 
Nevertheless circulation statistics showed considerable increase 
over the figures heretofore kept of the use of the Library by Negro citi¬ 
zens. In 1935 the circulation for the Beale Avenue Branch was l6,li62 
and the Booker T. Washington Library, 11,135. This made a total of 
27,597 volumes circulated. In 1936 there was a slight decrease in books 
issued but by 1937 the figures had risen to 29*lb32 and in 1938 they had 
gone to U8,58l. In 1937 there was another change in the location of 
^State of Tennessee Department of Conservation, op. cit., p. 222. 
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the Library. 
It might prove interesting to notice the fields in which the 
greatest reading interests prevailed. An examination of the statistics 
for 1936 and 1938 shows that 17,570 works of fiction were issued in 1936 
and 18,937 in 1938 (see Table 3)* The 1936 fiction books circulated were 
well over half of all books issued that year, but the 1938 fiction cir¬ 
culation was considerably under half of all books circulated. The next 
highest circulation figure was U,521 in the field of sociology. This fi¬ 
gure was more than doubled in 1938 when the circulation in this subject 
field was 9,897* Literature was a popular subject with 1,352 books cir¬ 
culated in 1936 and 1,882 in 1938. The field of useful arts perhaps shows 
the greatest percentage of increase with U38 books circulated in 1936 and 
1,215 in 1933. The smallest circulation was in general works and lan¬ 
guages. In 1936 there were between 300 and 500 volumes charged out in 
psychology, religion, natural science, fine arts, travel, and history. 
Seven hundred and twenty-six biographies were loaned. 
Butler Street Branch, 1937-1939 
In 1937 the growth of the library service and the need of the 
Park Department for the space occupied by the Library in the Church Park 
Auditorium resulted in the Cossitt Library seeking a new home for the 
Library on Butler Street. There a building was found that formerly had 
been used as a store, but which could very well be adapted to library 
use. The location also was favorable. Cossitt Library rented this 
building with an option to buy it. Miss Rosa Cooke, a graduate of Booker 
T. Washington High School and of LeMoyne College had also received some 
special training in library work at Atlanta University. She was appointed 
Librarian to serve at the Butler Street Branch. For the first time 
the Negro Library had a building and a Negro librarian with some pro- 
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fessional training as its administrator. 
TABLE 3 
CIRCULATION BY CLASSES OF BOOKS IN THE BEALE ATENUE 
BRANCH AND BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
LIBRARY 1936 AND 1938 
Classification 1936 1938 
General Works 67 62 
Philosophy 309 587 
Religion U52 790 
Social Sciences k,$21 9,897 
Philology lUi 156 
Science 321 789 
Useful Arts U38 1,215 
Fine Arts 371 725 
Literature 1,352 1,882 
Travel UU6 806 
History U98 625 
Biography 726 956 
Fiction 17,570 18,937 
Periodicals 112 726 
Church Park Auditorium, 1939 
The option the Cossitt Library had secured on the Butler Street 
property gave the holders the right to purchase it within a specified 
time and to allow the rent which had been paid before that time to be 
applied to the purchase price. When it was learned that the Memphis 
Housing Authority was considering the development of a housing project 
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in the area that included the Butler Street Library, Cossitt Library 
exercised its option and bought the property. Later the property was 
sold to the Housing Authority for a substantial profit. This money was 
used to buy another building for the Negro Branch Library. In the in¬ 
terval between the sale of the Butler Street property and the purchase 
of a new location the City and Park Commission again came to the rescue 
and permitted the Library to occupy quarters in the Church Park Audi- 
1 
tori urn. 
•^-Statement by Mr. Jesse C. Cunningham, Librarian, Cossitt Li¬ 
brary, Personal interview, October 12, 195>h. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE COSSITT LIBRARY NEGRO BRANCH, 1939-1955 
For many years there had been a steady growth in the population 
of Memphis and a gradual shifting of the white residential section east¬ 
ward from the City. Negroes bought many of the houses white people were 
abandoning. There was also some development of commercial enterprises in 
what were once residential zones. This was the case on Vance Avenue which 
boasted of many fine antebellum residences. The McDowell Monteverde pro¬ 
perty located at 531 Vance Avenue, which had once been an undertaking 
establishment, and which was considered well adapted for library purposes 
was for sale. This building was bought from the money received from the 
sale of the Butler Street Library. It was completely renovated for li¬ 
brary 0uarters and made into a branch of the Cossitt Library. It began 
operation in the latter part of 1939 as the Cossitt Library Negro Branch. 
The building is a one story structure of gray stone, located 
some distance from the street with a spacious grassy lawn. The library 
building is ample in size; about one half of the space is used for the 
book shelves, reading rooms, and the circulation desk. The other half 
houses the office of the Librarian and shelves for the public school 
depository book collection. 
All books are catalogued and classified for the branch libraries 
at the main library. When the books reach the branches they are ready 
for circulation. 
In 1939 the Librarian made a stutfy- of the Library relative to 
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its place in the community. Her report includes the following information: 
The Library is located in a residential district. Forty-eight per cent 
of the users were children, 27 per cent were students, 20 per cent were 
house wives, 2.5 per cent were professional people and 2.5 per cent 
represented a miscellaneous group. 
The building was described as being centrally located on a car¬ 
line at a transfer point. Its location was convenient to several schools 
and churches. The schools and churches in the vicinity for which the 
Library made service available were: Henderson Business College, Booker 
T. Washington High School, Kortrecht Grammar School, Kortrecht Inter¬ 
mediate School and LaRose Elementary School, First Baptist Church, Cen¬ 
tenary Methodist Church and Mt. Olive C. M. E. Church. 
The community agencies in contact with the Library were: The 
Young Mother's Club, the Journalism Class of LeMoyne College, A Garden 
Club, a Youth Group of the Christian Church, Boy Scout Troops, Adult 
Education Class of Booker T. Washington High School, the Memphis World 
Newspaper and Bible Class of Mt. Olive Church. The place of the Library 
in the community was to serve as a valuable aid to the schools and as a 
source of materials for special days for churches, clubs and other groups 
or individuals. 
The librarian listed teaching children and adults cleanliness 
and how to care for books as special problems. But she encountered no 
disciplinary difficulties. 
Since 1939 the potential service area of the Library has been 
increased by the establishment in its vicinity of the S. A. Owen Junior 
College, several more Negro churches, a large Federal Housing Project, 
the Universal Life Insurance Company Building, the offices of the 
Tri-State Defender (a newspaper), the Memphis Urban League, and a Negro 
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radio broadcasting station. The Beale Street Negro business section is 
only a few blocks from the Library. Therefore, the Library is well located 
to serve a large segment of the Negro population. 
After a period of three years, in 19l|2, the general collection of 
books at the Cossitt Library Negro Branch consisted of l*,781 volumes, 
with a school collection of 3,b5k volumes. The circulation records 
show that 14.7*965 children borrowed 37>9l|2 volumes and adults borrowed 
10,023. 
The Negro population of Memphis at this time was lll4,2U7. The 
Negro Branch and school collection combined had one book for about each 
lU Negroes, and an average of 2.>4 books were issued for each Negro in 
the city. Children borrowed more than three and one-half times as many 
books as adults. 
The library hours were and still are from 2 to 8 P.M. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and from 2 to 6 P.M. on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. There is a full-time librarian in charge with three full-time 
assistants and a part-time assistant. 
General interest in the development of the Library by the Negro 
public has been almost non-existent. There is one group that in a very 
tangible way contributed to the Library's use and growth. This is the 
Committee on Community.Services, which launched a program in the interest 
of the Library with the theme, "Education for Better Living." 
Committee on Community Service 
The Committee on Community Service (see Appendix B), was organ¬ 
ized by Miss Margaret McCulloch, a white woman, who is a former teacher 
1 
of LeMoyne College, author of Fearless Advocate of the Right, and an 
■^McCulloch, op. cit., p. 279. 
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ardent civic worker. The other members of the Committee were Negroes and 
included Mrs. W. B. Dunham and Miss Pauline Harsson who are teachers; 
fir. Theodore McLemore, a postal employee; the Reverend S. A. Owen, Pastor 
of Metropolitan Baptist Church and religious leader; fir. J. D. Springer, 
Principal of Douglas High School; Mr. L. 0. Swingler, Editor of the Tri- 
State Defender and Mrs. H. H. Seward, teacher in the S. A. Owen Junior 
College. The ex-officio members were fir. Jesse Cunningham, Librarian, 
Cossitt Library and Mrs. Pearl Oates, Librarian of the Cossitt Negro 
Branch and Miss Geneva Cooper, Assistant Librarian of the Negro Branch. 
The purposes of the Committee were: to acquaint the Negro citi¬ 
zens with the books available in the Negro Branch Library on family life, 
child psychology, and the Bible in order to stimulate their use of this 
material and to add other worthwhile books by gifts and donations to the 
collection already in the library. 
The Cossitt Librarian, under whose administration the group 
worked, approved of these purposes with the understanding that there was 
to be no general fund raising campaign or public solicitation to increase 
the book collection. He did permit civic and church groups to be con¬ 
tacted by letter in the interest of securing more books as gifts or cash 
donations. He also agreed to match from the Cossitt Library funds each 
dollar that was received through this effort. All books received or 
purchased were to be processed, according to custom, through the Main 
Library. The Committee could recommend books for purchase with the money 
which was given but the Librarian would not approve any book with a copy¬ 
right date which indicated the book was more than ten years old. 
Miss McCulloch, the Chairman, sent letters to the United Church 
women of Memphis and Shelby County explaining the work of the Committee 
and asked for cash donations or books to be sent directly to Cossitt 
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Library. Between 25 and 50 books were added to the Branch (see Appendix 
B). The Chairman had reserved the privilege to use any books contributed 
where she thought best and many books contributed were sent to other in¬ 
stitutions. Books published before 19U2 were sent to other libraries or 
institutions. The cash donations received by the Committee totaled 
$229.30. Women of 57 churches contributed, and donations ranged from 
$1.00 to $25.00. Each gift was acknowledged by a letter from the Cossitt 
Librarian (see Appendix C), and a bookplate was inserted in each book to 
indicate the group that gave or purchased it. 
At the end of the effort to increase the book collection the 
Committee was de-activated. But it is to remain available on call by 
the Librarian or Chairman and it is to meet semi-annually to keep in 
touch with progress at the Branch and to help promote and publicize it. 
The Chairman sent a letter to the President of the United Church Women 
summarizing the work of the Committee. The Committee also released a 
statement to the Tri-State Defender, a local newspaper under the title, 
"Library Project a Great Success." This was also a summary of the work 
done by the group. 
It is possible that this Committee might become an Advisory Board 
for the Branch, since the Board which was organized in 1935 has not 
functioned in many years, and since two members of this Committee are 
members of the first Board. 
Advisory Board 
’When the Beale Avenue Branch Library was opened in 1935, it 
marked the beginning of public library service for Negroes independent 
of an educational institution. A few Negroes prominent in political 
circles were asked to suggest a committee to serve in an advisory capacity 
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for the Library. This resulted in the organization of a Negro Advisory 
Board for the Negro Branch Library in 1933» The members of this Board 
were: The Reverend S. A. Owen, Chairman, Pastor of Metropolitan Baptist 
Church and denominational leader; Mss Lucy Campbell, Vice Chairman, teach¬ 
er of Booker T. Washington High School and prominent in Baptist Church 
work; Mrs. Leslie Taylor, Treasurer, elementary school principal; Mr. J. T. 
Lanier and Mr. Theodore McLemore, postal service employees with civic and 
educational interests; Dr. 0. B. Braithwaite, dentist; Mrs. Evarie E. 
Stuart Thompson, club and civic worker, the Reverend J. A. G. Grant and 
the Reverend H. B. Gibson, pastors of the Second Congregational Church 
and the Centenary Methodist Church, respectively. All of these persons 
were known for their interests in efforts to improve the status of Negroes 
in Memphis. Each had an interest in more than one organization. There has 
been no meeting of this Board in many years. Nor is there any record of 
any contributions made by this group. 
In an effort to find the reason why this Board survived for such 
a short time, it was discussed with two of the members and the Cossitt 
Librarian. One of the members said that he did not recall being a member, 
and he was sure that he never attended a meeting. He felt that he was 
perhaps named on the Board because he had expressed to some one an inter¬ 
est in securing better library services for Negroes. The other member 
said that he felt that the Board was utterly lacking in power to do ary- 
good. Its creation, he felt, was a matter of offering a few outstanding 
Negroes an empty honor to flatter their ego and to give the impression 
that Negroes participated in policy-making affairs in the City. He said 
that he attended a few meetings but he never saw any accomplishments. 
He did recall that one member was quite outspoken about the location of 
the Negro Library in the noise and confusion of a park auditorium. The 
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Library was moved some time after this, but he could not say whether the 
moving was influenced by the Board member's statements. The Cossitt Li¬ 
brarian recalled attending a few meetings of the Board. He remembered 
that all of the members were well educated persons. Most of them, he 
thought, were professional people whose interest in their own work, and 
perhaps previous commitments, did not give them time to devote to pro¬ 
moting public library development. 
Advisory boards are unofficial and have no vote and only an in¬ 
direct voice in official affairs. These limiting factors may tend to 
stifle ideas and interests. An advisory board may be an invaluable asset 
to an organization if suggestions offered by this group receive some 
positive action to give vigor to their inception and growth. The member¬ 
ship of such a board should come from persons with a genuine interest in 
and an understanding of the area in which they are to serve. The present 
Librarian of the Negro Branch feels that an advisory board could exercise 
tremendous influence in emphasizing the cultural, spiritual and recrea¬ 
tional values of the Library. 
Bookmobile 
The 1U8,000 Negroes of Memphis reside in widely separated sections 
of the City. With the rapid growth of the City, many suburban areas have 
been incorporated, making some sections several miles from the older 
section of the City where the Cossitt Negro Branch Library is located. 
The people in the newer areas of the City were without library service. 
To provide books for these areas a bookmobile was purchased in 195U« 
It was placed on display at the Tri-State Fair for Negroes in 
October. This gave several thousands of people an opportunity to see 
the "rolling library." Many requests were made for it to visit practi- 
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cally every Negro section of the City including suburban areas outside the 
City limits. 
The bookmobile began operation December 3, 195U and it has been 
quite successful. It is operated three days a week making stops at two 
stations each day. Thus, it serves six localities in the City. The 
stations are at Binghampton and Douglass in the eastern and northern parts 
of the City, Castalia Heights, Hamilton and Person Avenue in the southern 
section and LeMoyne Gardens in the old south Memphis area. At each stop 
the bookmobile stays one and a half hours. If the time allowed for each 
station is not enough to serve the patronage, it is extended until every 
one has been served. 
A stock of about 2,000 books is carried by the truck. When there 
are requests for books not in the collection the librarian takes the re¬ 
quest and brings the book the next week. For the first three months of 
operation there were 100 adult and 626 juvenile borrowers registered. 
During this period 535 books were circulated to adults and 6,157 to 
children and young people. There are far more juvenile borrowers for 
the bookmobile service than for the Branch Library Service. 
The Librarian plans the operation of this service at least five 
days a week, thus reaching other sections of the City that need books 
which cannot be reached with the regularly scheduled stops of three days 
a week. 
It is not possible at present to do this because there are not 
enough juvenile and easy books available to supply additional patronage. 
The adult supply is plentiful but the demand is small. 
The bookmobile answers a need by making books available to 
areas distant from the Library. But it has serious limitations in pro¬ 
viding complete library service. Some of the limiting factors are: a 
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limited supply of books, inadequate time for service, no periodicals, no 
reference materials, and little opportunity for browsing. 
Publicity 
The only regular publicity relative to the service of the Libraiy 
is a weekly column in the Memphis World, one of the local Negro weekly 
newspapers. This column is entitled "Know Your Libraiy," written by 
Mrs. J. H. Seward, teacher in the S. A. Owen Junior College, in an effort 
to stimulate the use of religious books in the Library. Two annual 
events are extensively publicized. They are the Book Festival in the 
spring and Book Week in the fall. For these occasions attractive displays 
are arranged in the Library and announcements are sent to newspapers, 
schools, and churches to publicize these events. The Library is at all 
times an inviting place, with timely exhibits to motivate and sharpen 
interest in its activities. If the school book collection were housed 
more compactly there would be ample space in the libraiy for a lecture 
room that could be used as a meeting place for civic, religious, and 
cultural groups. This might serve to bring more adults into the Li¬ 
brary, increase the use of the materials, and raise the cultural level 
of many people. It might also be used as a story-telling center for 
children. 
The leading daily newspaper of the City, The Commercial Appeal, 
carried a story, Sunday, November 2o, 193U, about the inauguration of 
bookmobile services for Negroes (see Appendix D). The story was accom¬ 
panied by a picture of the bookmobile, the Librarian, and a group of 
Negroes waiting to be served. 
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Present Status 
Materials.—January 1, 1953, Cossitt Library Negro Branch had a 
total collection of 9,285 volumes, exclusive of the public school and 
bookmobile collections. Of the 9,285 books, 5,982 or 53-7 per cent were 
adult and 5,303 or 56.3 per cent were juvenile books. There were 13,508 
books in the school collection and 2,000 for the bookmobile. There was a 
subscription list of about 30 periodicals. 
Services.—There were 11,379 adult borrowers registered and 11,583 
juvenile registrants. This is 10.6 per cent of the population over 15 
years of age and 58.9 per cent of the population between the ages of five 
and 15 years registered for library service. The circulation for 1955 
was 55,152 volumes for the Branch. The bookmobile issued 1,626 during 
the one month it operated in December. The public schools had 166,526 
books circulated. This made a total of 223,305 books circulated from 
all the sources. No special services such as a story-telling hour, 
reader's advisory service or opportunities for listening to musical 
recordings or withdrawing them were rendered. 
Personnel and Finance.—There are four full-time librarians and 
one clerical assistant. Two of the librarians have college degrees and 
all have had some professional library training. The salary of each li¬ 
brarian is less than $200 per month. There is no set budget to be used 
by the Branch Librarian for the purchase of books. Recommendations for 
the purchase of materials can be made by the Librarian, if a request is 
made by at least three citizens of the City. 
Standards.—The American Library Association recommends that a 
population area of 100,000 - 200,000 have from 175,000 to 300,000 vol¬ 
umes and that $1.50 per capita be spent to give minimum service. There 
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should be from 20 to U0 per cent of the population over 13 years of age 
registered borrowers and 33 to 73 per cent between the ages of five and 
lU years. Three to 10 volumes per capita of population over l3 years 
should be circulated, and 10 to 30 volumes for children five to ll; years 
of age. There should be 1*0 man hours of public service annually for each 
100 persons in the population served by the library.^- 
In cities of 100,000 persons a branch library should serve a 
population of 23,000 to 33,000 persons within a radius of one to one 
and one half miles from the branch. The library should be open six 
days a week at hours to meet the needs of its clientele. It should be 
staffed by a librarian with qualities of leadership, with professional 
librarians with special skills as children's librarians, readers' advisors 
and reference librarians. The staff should be large enough to permit 
adequate service. Books should be selected to meet community needs with 
2 
a strong reference collection. 
It is quite obvious that the one branch library for Negroes, 
including the bookmobile service, falls far short in practically every 
respect of meeting the standards suggested by the American Library Asso¬ 
ciation. 
The Secretary of the Board of Directors stated that plans are 
being discussed relative to establishing a branch library for Negroes in 
North Memphis as well as providing more bookmobile service. Nothing de¬ 
finite has been planned. 
Negroes in Memphis have had some type of public library service 
■'■American Library Association, Post-War Standards for Public 
Libraries, Committee on Post-far Planning of the American Library Asso¬ 
ciation, Carleton Burns Joeckel, Chairman (Chicago: American Library 
Association, 19l*3), pp. 29-36. 
2Ibid. 
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for about 50 years. It -would seem that the Negroes themselves generally 
have not been concerned with its existence or its quality. The number of 
books read by children may be indicative of the development of a reading 
public for the future that will request and use better library service. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary 
The city of Memphis for 70 years after its founding had no free 
circulating public library for its citizens. The first library, estab¬ 
lished through a gift and supported by public taxation, is not used by 
Negro citizens, although there are no legal restrictions prohibiting its 
use by them. A Negro Branch was opened about 10 years after the estab¬ 
lishment of the public library in what was then known as LeMoyne Institute 
and today is LeMoyne College. Another Branch was opened in Howe Institute 
in 1911; and operated until 1926. It was discontinued when the school was 
merged with Roger Williams College. In connection with the Negro Branch, 
there is a public school service which distributes books from the Library's 
public school collection to the Negro elementary schools. 
The growth of LeMoyne College caused the public library to be 
withdrawn from there and for a period of three years there was no public 
library service for Negroes in Memphis. Cossitt Library did establish 
a high school library in Booker T. Washington High School for which Cos¬ 
sitt furnished the books and provided supervision and the School paid the 
salary of the librarian. This arrangement was terminated when the Memphis 
Board of Education assumed full responsibility for the School Library. 
A Negro Branch was then opened in Church Park on Beale Street. During 
the next four years the Library was moved from Beale Street to Butler 
Street, back to Beale Street and finally to its present location at 
ho 
hi 
531 Vance Avenue. The Library offers no special services for the patrons, 
aside from the distribution of the public school collection. 
The library facilities for Memphis Negroes lag far behind many 
other southern cities. In Atlanta, Georgia, a group of influential Ne¬ 
groes was instrumental in getting a grant from the Carnegie Foundation 
and public support for a Negro public library in 1921.^ This building 
had the distinction of being called the outstanding Carnegie achievement 
of the year. Through a special bond issue another modern branch was built 
in 19^9 as a result of the efforts of Atlanta Negroes to improve their 
library services. 
The Negroes of Little Rock, Arkansas, by constant requests for 
better library facilities were granted the right to use the main library 
O 
in 1951. The main public library is used by Negroes in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, New Orleans, Louisiana, and several other southern cities.^ 
In some instances Negroes had only to request the use of the main public 
library service. Memphis has no comparable record on the part of its 
Negroes in behalf of library services. There seems to have been a gen¬ 
eral passiveness on the part of the Negroes of Memphis relative to pub¬ 
lic library services. There is no record that Negroes of Memphis, as 
a group, have ever made any effort to get or to improve their library 
service. Mr. A. J. Steele, at one time President of LeMoyne College, 
made several efforts to have a building provided for a Negro Library. 
1Adkins, op. cit., pp. 3-10. 
2Ibid., p. 35. 
O 
"Tillman, op. cit., p. lii. 
'^Holden, op. cit., pp. 1-3» 
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He entered into communication with the Carnegie Foundation relative to a 
building but the records do not reveal any details of the correspondence. 
Under the chairmanship of Miss Margaret McCulloch, a Committee on Communi¬ 
ty Service made a worthwhile contribution by increasing the book collec¬ 
tion of the Negro Branch. Mr. Steele and Miss McCulloch are white persons. 
Publicity of the Library is seasonal and limited. The distribution of the 
Negro population in widely scattered areas of the City requires more bran¬ 
ches in some sections in order to provide adequate service. A bookmobile 
which was purchased in 1951* is an asset but it does not solve the problem 
of full library services for Negro citizens. There is reason to believe 
that if Negroes of Memphis asked for better Library services they could 
be obtained. 
Recommendations 
In a bulletin entitled Library Services People Want is this 
quotation: 
The reading of books is a cultural activity and an intellec¬ 
tual exercise for which no other form of reading is a substitute. 
...The systematic treatment of important subjects which can be 
found only in books ought to be, but is not, a part of the life 
of every citizen....In a country like ours where government is 
derived from the will of the people, it is the people who ought 
to improve themselves....The public library perhaps more than 
the public school, must be made into a center of information to 
which the people should turn for facts and guidance. 
The quotation places emphasis on the need for adult learning. 
The public library offers adults the means of continuing their education 
throughout life, by providing the basic tools of learning, which are 
books. The library should be adequate in service and reasonably acces¬ 
sible to the public. The public library of a city should be an insti- 
Agnes M. Beck, Library Service People Want, Summary of a Survey 
of Reaction of New York Communities to Existing Public Library Service 
(Albany: Division of Research, New York State Education Department, 
19l*6), p. 6. 
h3 
tution that provides services for all of its citizens without discrimi¬ 
nation. In consideration of the public's needs and the present status 
of Negro library service in Memphis, the following recommendations are 
made : 
1. The use of the services of the Main Library and all of its 
Branches by all of the citizens of Memphis. 
2. Special services in the Branches for children, as well as 
for adults, including a readers' advisory service. 
3. Professional librarians in each branch and trained librarians 
in such fields as children's work, adult education, reader's 
advisor service and reference work. 
U. The further utilization of the radio, newspapers and group 
gatherings to improve public relations by interpreting the 
functions of the library to the public. 
5. The addition of branch libraries in the heavily populated 
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Copy of Letter Prom Miss M. C. McCulloch Relative to 
The Work of the Committee on Community Service 
Mrs. M. 0. Bennett, President 
United Church Women of Memphis and Shelby County 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Dear Mrs. Bennett: 
If the United Church Women could have been at the Negro Branch 
Library last Wednesday they would have thrilled, I know, to hear the 
final report of the project on books on family, child-care and religion. 
The project was officially closed on a note of great success and 
great thanksgiving and the committee and the librarian cooperating, launch¬ 
ed as they thought a small project. So warm was the response of the 
library, the committee members, the United Church Women, the community 
and even persons at a distance that the results have been by far wholly 
unexpected by-product blessing. 
Many good books have been given with the chairman's discretion 
to use them where they would serve best. Between twenty-five and fifty 
in religion have been added to the Branch and are already on the shelves. 
Cash donations received by the Library through the Committee have 
totalled $229.30 of this $173.30 came through the United Church Women. 
Women of 57 churches contributed donations ranging from $100 from a group 
to $25.00 from one. 
A complete list of gifts received and groups donating will be 
supplied if you wish. However, the library has already acknowledged 
every gift by letter and is inserting in the books bookplates indicating 
what group gave the money for purchase. 
This completes our formal report on the project but, we are sure 
you will be interested to know that responsive to the interest shown, 
the librarian with no request from the committee supplied the Negro Branch 
with needed additional stacks and had the Branch redecorated in very 
pleasant and suitable colors. Great pleasure and appreciation have been 
expressed by many persons coming to use the Branch and although the 
committee project is closed it was unanimously decided merely to de-acti- 
vate the committee not to dissolve it but to remain available on call by 
the librarian or chairman and to meet semi-annually, to keep in touch 
with progress at the Branch and help promote and publicize it. 
The by-products which we feel sure will interest you are that 
the New Baptist Junior College, S. A. Owen Junior College, received a 
number of excellent books in religion through the committee, which were 
put to use at once by each young minister studying them; and that a 
Negro church in Covington, Tennessee, was inspired to carry out its for¬ 
mer intentions and to launch a library to serve the Negroes of Tipton 
County who have no public library. This church has thirty-six school 
teachers members including the county high school librarian. They opened 
their library' secured largely through our committee—building shelves, 
equipment, processing of books and some purchase money being given by 
the local people. 
U8 
You will not wonder, will you that we call it a new miracle of 
the loaves and fish? And we express to you our warm appreciation of 
the very generous and effective help which you have given. 
We hope that many members of the women's group who gave books 
will drop in at the Branch - 531 Vance Avenue any Monday through Saturday 
from 2-6 and speak to the librarian and let her know who they are. 
Sincerely yours, 




Copy of Booklet Prepared By Committee 
on Community Services 
EDUCATION FOR LIVING 
A Selected List of Books on Family Life, 
Child Psychology and the Bible 
Cossitt Library Negro Branch - 531 Vance Avenue 
November, 1951 
Cossitt Library and the Committee on Community Services have compiled 
this list of books for parents, teachers, ministers, and leaders of 
groups in education for better living. 
Supplements will be made from time to time to list new books on these 
subjects and to bring out material on related subjects. 
Library patrons may have a part in adding books to this collection. 
A cash gift may be given to the Library and Cossitt Library will match 
the gift. 
Your Branch Library is Open: 
2 P.M. Until 8 P.M., Mon., Wed., Fri. 
2 P.M. Until 6 P.M., Tues., Thurs., Sat., 
You are cordially invited to visit the Library and to become a regular 
borrower of books for self-education and pleasure-reading. 
Committee on Community Services: 
Miss Margaret McCulloch, Chairman 
Mrs. W. B. Dunham 
Miss Pauline Harsson 
Mr. Theodore McLeraore 
The Reverend S. A. Owen 
Mr. J. D. Springer 
Mr. L. 0. Swingler 
Mrs. H. H. Seward 
Ex-officio: 
Mr. Jesse Cunningham, Librarian 
Mrs. Pearl Gates, Branch Librarian 
Miss Geneva Cooper, Branch Library Assistant 
5o 
HANDBOOKS ON CHILD STUDY 
CHILD TRAINING AND CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 
Anderson, Irving H. Psychology of Teaching 
Reading . 1952. 372.1; 
-«Bacmeister, Rhoda W. Your Child and other People at 
Home, at School, at Play. 1950 6U9.1 
Cole, Luella. Psychology of Childhood and 
Adolescence. 19U7. 136.7 
Cutts, Norma E. Better Home Discipline. 1951. 6U9.1 
•«■English, Horace. Child Psychology. 1951. 136.7 
Faegre, Marion E. Child Care and Training. 
19U7. ^ 173 
■«■Flanagan, Edward J. Understanding- Your Boy. 
1950. " 136.77 
Hurlock, Elizabeth. Child Growth and Development. 
19U9. 61I9.1 
lorries, James L. Understanding Your Child. 
1952. 61|9.1 
Landreth, Catherine. Education of the 
Young Child. 19U2. 372.1 
Langdon, Grace. Home Guidance for Young 
Children. 19U6. 173 
Lee, Johnathan M. The Child and His 
Curriculum. 1950. 372 
Olson, Willard C. Child Development. 19U9. 136.7 
•«Excellent, readable 
GUIDE BOOKS ON FAMILY LIFE 
«Bacroeister, Rhoda W. Your Child and Other 
Feopxe at Home, at School, at Play. 1950. 61|9.1 
-*ttCutts, Norma E. Better Home Discipline. 
19U2. ‘ 6Î49-1 
De Schweinitz, Karl. Growing Up. 1952. 612.6 
Duncan, Eleanor S. Parents' Magazine Book 
of Baby Care; a mother's guide to the 
first six years. 1952. 6I49.I 
««-Duvall, Sylvanus M. Before You Marry. 19U9. 392.5 
«^Grueriberg, Sidonie. Parents, Children, and 
Money; learning to spend and save. 1933. 331.8U 
«•Hurlock, Elizabeth. Child Growth and 
Development. 19U9. 6)49.1 
Levy, John The Happy Family. 1938. 173.1 
Langdon, Grace. Home Guidance for Young 
Children; a parent's handbook. 19U6. 173 
Strain, Frances. Love at the Threshold. 
1939. 173.1 
■Whipple, Dorothy V. Our American Babies; 
the art of baby care. 19I4I4. 6)49.1 
Wolf, Anna W. Parents' Manual. 19 Ul. 6I4.9• 1 
•«•Simple and readable. 
««-Good for discussion groups. 
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS ON THE BIBLE, OLD AIR) NEW 
TESTAIENT, LIFE OF CHRIST 
Holy Bible. King Janes Version. 220.5 
Holy Bible. Revised Standard Version. 220.5 
Abingdon Bible Commentary. 1929» 220.7 
Barton, Bruce. The Book Nobody Knows. 220.1 
Cooke, Greville. Light of the World. 232.9 
Fosdick, Harry E. The Man From Nazareth, 
as His Contemporaries Saw Him, 19U9. 232.9 
Fosdick, Harry E. Modern Use of the Bible. 
1927. 220.1 
-^Goodspeed, Edgar J. How Came the Bible? 220.59 
*Goodspeed, Edgar J. Story of the Bible. 220.1 
Harkness, Georgia. Understanding the 
Christian Faith. 19U7. 230 
Harrison, Eveleen. Little Known Women of the 
Bible. 1936. 220.92 
Kagawa, Toyohiko. Meditations on the Cross. 
1935  232.H 
Macartney, Clarence E. The Wisest Fool and 
Other Men of the Bible. 19U9. 220.92 
---Snowden, James H. Making and Meaning of 
the New Testament. 1921;. 225 
*Soares, Theodore G. Origins of the Bible. 
19Ul. 220.59 
«•Highly recommended for Bible students 
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APPENDIX G 
Copy of Letter from Cossitt Librarian 
to Donors to Negro Branches 
Mrs. Cullen Powell 
Treasurer 
Women's Auxiliary Macon Road Presbyterian Church 
Macon Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Dear Mrs. Powell: 
We acknowledge receipt of your check for $1.00, a contribution 
from the Women's Auxiliary, Macon Road Presbyterian Church, for the 
purchase of a book for the Negro Branch of the Cossitt Library. Cos¬ 
sitt Library will match this amount and purchase a book for the branch. 
We will have a special book plate put in the book, indicating that it 
is a gift from your group. 
Yours truly, 
Jesse Cunningham, Librarian 
APPENDIX D 
Copy of Article from the Memphis Commercial Appeal, 
November 28, 195U 
'•Words on Wheels" - Cossitt Library's second bookmobile - 
will begin rolling its enlightening way Thursday, Jesse C. Cunningham, 
librarian, said yesterday. 
A specially built panel truck carrying 2,000 fiction and non¬ 
fiction volumes for children and adults will begin a two-day a week 
operation through Negro areas, operating out of Cossitt’s Negro 
Branch at 531 Vance. 
Mr. Cunningham said the bookmobile, first of its kind for Mem¬ 
phis Negroes will begin operation from 1 - 2:30 P.M. Thursday at Paul's 
Big Star Grocery at 1790 La Paloma, moving to Parkway Garden Presby¬ 
terian Church at ll|l|2 Gill from 3 - h‘30 P.M. 
The mobile library will return to each of these locations exactly 
a week later - December 9 and 10, Mr. Cunningham said in order to collect 
books loaned out and to disperse others. Six other Negro areas of the 
City are under study for further scheduling, he said. 
